
Conservation Areas
Is yours a case 
for concern?

Find out how to help a conservation area near you: 
www.english-heritage.org.uk/conservationareas



More details on how to look after your house can be found at:
www.english-heritage.org.uk/conservationareas
www.climatechangeandyourhome.org.uk

Collins Complete Period House published by Collins in 
association with English Heritage, 2008

Care for Victorian Houses www.victoriansociety.org.uk

The Georgian Group Guides www.georgiangroup.org.uk

London Terrace Houses 1660-1860
www.english-heritage.org.uk/lth-part1
www.english-heritage.org.uk/lth-part2

Repair rather than replace. It is almost
always a better investment to repair original
windows, doors and other architectural features
than to replace them. In so doing, you will be
preserving the character and appearance of 
your house and also its value. Ill-considered
changes can destroy the look not only of 
your own house but of the whole street.  

Original materials, ornamental details 
and design features add to the value and
character of your house. Chimney stacks,
moulded bricks, porches and tiles are often 
the most attractive and distinctive elements 
and they help to interest prospective buyers. 

Don’t cover the walls of your house with
render, pebbledash, paint or stone cladding 
unless it is part of the original design.

Poor repointing ruins many houses and can
cause dampness. Pointing should always be
carried out by a skilled specialist. The mortar 
and joints should match the original and should
always include lime.

Don’t remove gardens, fences, walls 
and hedges which are often part of the 
co-ordinated design of a residential area.  
Paving over gardens for car parking reduces 
bio-diversity and increases the risk of flooding.

Extensions should generally reflect the style,
proportions, materials and details of the main
house. They should never be so large or
prominent as to dominate or compete with 
the house.

Loft conversions should be done taking care
not to change the overall roof shape. Dormers
should be designed so that they are integrated
into the overall design of the house as a whole
in their size, form, shape, materials and details.  

Satellite dishes should be kept off the front 
of the property and located unobtrusively.

Reduce your carbon footprint and save
money. Old buildings can be made more 
energy efficient without harming their
appearance and character. By far the most
effective improvement is to install a high
efficiency condensing boiler with individual
thermostatic controls on all the radiators.
Windows can be improved by draughtproofing,
and, by using curtains, shutters or blinds it is
often possible to achieve the energy efficiency
standards sought for new buildings. 

As a leading heritage insurer of 
istoric buildings, Ecclesiastical has 
een working with English Heritage 
r more than 20 years. We are
erefore delighted to be supporting

nglish Heritage in its campaign to 
ave conservation areas which enrich
e lives of so many people who visit
r live within them.
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LOOKING AFTER YOUR HOUSE



If you would like this document in a different format, please contact 
our Customer Services department: 
Telephone: 0870 333 1181 
Fax: 01793 414926 
Textphone: 01793 414878 
E-mail: customers@english-heritage.org.uk
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